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SUBJECT: SUNDAY NATION EDITORIAL ON ANGOLA CONDEMNS USSR, 

CHINA. 

1. SUNDAY NATION EDITORIAL (AUGUST 17) URGED AFRICAN NATIONS 
TO INTERVENE IN ANGOLAN CRISIS "BECAUSE SOME SUPERPOWERS 
ALREADY HAVE DONE SO," NAMING USSR AND THE PRC. 

2. "WE ARE INFORMED," SAID SUNDAY NATION, "THAT SOVIET UNION 
IS SUPPLYING MPLA WITH SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS TO MAKE SURE 
THEY TAKE CONTROL OF THE COLONY. THESE WEAPONS INCLUDE 
THOUSANDS OF AK-47 AUTOMATIC RIFLES, TOKAREV PISTOLS, KALAS- 
HNIKOV RIFLES, SUBMACHINEGUNS, HEAVY TRUCKS, ARMORED PERSONNEL 
CARRIERS, TANKS, ROCKET LAUNDERS, ANTI-TANK MISSILES, AND 

TONS OF AMMUNITION. WE ARE INFORMED THAT MOST OF THE PRESENT 
SOVIET ARMS SHIPMENTS TO MPLA ARE TRANSPORTED THROUGH THE 
CONGO." 

3. EDITORIAL ADDED: "IT IS A SHAME THAT A BIG POWER LIKE THE 
SOVIET UNION SHOULD CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE BLOODSHED IN A 
YOUNG AFRICAN NATION JUST ABOUT TO BE GRANTED INDEPENDENCE. 

WE BELIEVE INDEPENDENT AFRICAN NATIONS SHOULD NOT KEEP QUIET 
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AND ALLOW THE RUSSIAN ARMS TO CONTINUE TO KILL THOUSANDS OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


AFRICANS. THE OAU SHOULD OFFICIALLY ASK THE SOVIET UNION 
TO LAY OFF ANGOLA." 

4. SUNDAY NATION SAID THE CHINESE "ALSO ARE KNOWN TO BE 
SUPPLYING ARMS TO THE FNLA," AND WENT ON: "WE FAIL TO UNDER- 
STAND WHY INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES KEEP QUIET WHILE THE 
SUPERPOWERS INTEREFERE WITH AFRICAN AFFAIRS TO THE EXTENT OF 
MAKING PEOPLE OF THE SAME COUNTRY PICK UP ARMS AND KILL ONE 
ANOTHER. WHAT DO THESE TWO SUPERPOWERS WANT FROM ANGOLA? 

DO THEY WANT TO ESTABLISH MILITARY BASES THERE OR ARE THEY 
INTERESTED IN THE VAST WEALTH OF THAT AFRICAN COUNTRY? 
WHATEVER THEY WANT THEY SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GET AWAY 
WITH THE CRIMES THEY ARE COMMITTING AT THE MOMENT BY 
SUPPLYING WEAPONS TO ANGOLANS. PROBABLY IN THE HOPE OF 
ESTABLISHING PUPPET GOVERNMENTS. 

5. "IT IS ABOUT TIME THE LEADERS IN AFRICA PROVE THAT THEY 

ARE CAPABLE OF DOING MORE USEFUL WORK FOR THE CONTINENT THAN 
MERELY PASSING RESOLUTIONS AT OAU CONFERENCES. ONE WAY OF 
DOING SO IS TO TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO STOP THE WAR IN ANGOLA." 

6. NEWSPAPER CALLED ON OAU TO CALL AN EMERGENCY MEETING TO 
DECIDE ON HOW RIVAL INDEPENDENCE GROUPS CAN BE CONVINCED TO 
LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS LEST ANGOLA BECOME FRAGMENTED INTO SMALT. 
VULNERABLE WARRING STATES. 
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